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;  ^T£ _  .  .  :  1  9  5  5  (Hokuseido  Press,  Nlshlklcho,  Kandi,  Tokyo) 

P  \GZG  18I4.  throuth  I88 

'A’hen  I  v/as  obout  to  lenve  Tientsin  for  Shonr^hii  I  thought  it 
'eslrable,  In  view  of  the  fermer  P'n.  r '  s  association  v/lth 

rltlsh  friends,  to  m“ke  hi."  a.:  d  with  two  of  my  nationals  on 

'hose  disinterested  advice  he  coul.i  rely  In  case  of  any  difficulty, 
acceptod  m  invlti^ion  to  a  l’..ic'a,  at  './hiCh  the  Introductions 
re  effected,  and  as  1  said  wh.tt  I  tliou'*!.*:  was  'ly  final  r;ood-byo  to 
.m,  I  remarked,  little  thinkinr,  that  any  si -^nl '’j c once  v/ouid  attach 
0  my  words,  that  I  hoped  th'r  i.er.t  M.i-e  I  rot  him  there  would  be 
.ore  formalities  to  be  observed  before  I  could  see  hj.m,  and  that  I 
'ii^ht  even  have  to  invoke  the  assise  ince  of  a  Foreign  Office  official 
'is  reply  was  that  he  would  always  be  accessible  to  me,  and  a  few 
ours  l->ter  he  sent  a  massen.ger  to  ask  me  to  tea  on  my  last  day  in 
'lentsln.  It  was  really  a  vary  touching  Interview,  as  he  seemed  so 
•ery  reluctant  to  let  ma  go,  telling  me  u;aln  and  again  how  much  he 
•ould  miss  me. 

In  September  1952  I  v/ent  up  to  li'^nchurla  to  study  the  situation 
n  the  s  'ot.  After  brief  visits  to  Dairen  and  Ilukden  I  proceeded  to 
hangchun,  the  new  capital.  I  had  hardly  reached  the  hotel  there 
hen  a  young  Chinese  Foreign  Office  official  called  to  say  that  the 
hiof  Executive,  wr.  ?u  Yi,  had  heard  of  my  coming,  and  would  be 
leased  to  receive  me  at  10:30  next  morning.  This  young  man,  I'r.  Y'u. 
ho  can  converse  equally  readily  in  Chinese,  English,  Japanese  and 
usslan,  called  for  me  in  good  ^ ime  and  escorted  me  to  the  former 
.nporor's  residence.  4fter  a  v;alt  of  a  fev/  mJ.nutas  in  the  official 
•ecoptlon-room,  a  message  v/as  received  that  the  Chief  Executive 
ould  see  n.e  in  his  private  apartments,  to  which  I  vras  immediately 
onductod. 

Mr.  Fu  Yi  greeted  me  with  obvious  pleasure,  taking  both  my  hands 
nd  leading  mo  over  to  a  sofa  where  he  invited  me  to  sit  beside  him. 
Id  I  remember,  he  asked,  what  I  had  said  when  taking  leave  of  him 
t  the  Tientsin  lunch  party?  Y.'ell,  my  prophecy  had  come  true. 

He  vns  suffering  from  some  affection  of  his  feet,  and  explained 
\t  ho  was  on  a  special  diet,  but  that  he  hoped  that  I  would  remain 
lunch,  to  which  one  .of  his  younger  brothers  would  accompany  me, 
ad  we  could  talk  undisturbed  until  lunch-time. 

I  told  Mr.  Pu  Yi  the  object  of  my  visit  to  Manchoukuo,  and  said 

later  I  should  like  to  put  some  formal  'uestions  to  him  for  .my 
ewspaper  articles.  First,  however,  mirht  I  ask  him  a  few  parsonal 
uestions  as  a  friend?  Kc  replied  that  I  could  ask  him  any  question 
'•.’ished . 

I  then  said  that  it  v/ould  interest  his  foreign  and  Chinese 
rlends  to  know  whether  he  was  really  happy  in  his  present  oosltion. 
e  replied  emphatically  that  he  was.  Ha  v/ont  on  to  say  that  he  v/as 
apt  busy,  but  not  so  busy  as  he  had  beer,  "'hen  he  first  came  t* 
hangchun,  as  the  administrative  machinery  was  now  better  organized. 

Next  I  Informed  him  that  the  general  belief  in  China  was  that 
i  had  been  coerced  into  his  present  position,  and  vns  not  a  free 
;ent  in  any  respect.  He  not  only  strongly  denied  this,  but  added 
hat  ho  would  like  to  tell  mo  why  he  had  assumed  his  new  office.  Ho 
ad  been  actuated  by  two  motlves--polltlcal  and  personal.  First,  as 
a  the  political.  '/.Tien  the  Manchu  Dynasty  abdicated  it  had  been  with 
ae  avowed  intention  of  restoring  the  sovereignty  to  the  people, 
jt  in  the  twenty  years  that  had  elapsed,  what  had  happened?  Politl- 
il  poaver  had  passed  into  the  hinds,  not  of  the  people,  but  of 
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'irrbitlous  md  ^risrlne  irillt  vfalfiro  r'  ’  .  •  *  ''■  ‘itlon 

h-'d  boon  3ntiroly  t:isr?R’r(‘.v3d;  }'  .1  !jn  i y--.r." .  o  .  i**! 

oppr^sEOd.  Chi.  t's  rj]ntio';.?  v;lth  t-he  :r  ■  .  x 

stoidlly  worso.  md  the-  *  t  l.  roliJTie  w’. 

tmlntiLnad  bctv;3an  China’s  1  Ivj  races  had  been  f  j  tj -.v  v_‘  .\«.od. 


Secondly,  he  vme  prom;:  *.  'd  b^,  personal  r.’^t  L '  s ,  Ii'a!..,h’4i'l  a  'vis 

his  ancestral  home,  and  it  ••v's  only  natural  t;'.  it  ne  c-hou.'.d  be 
specially  Interested  in  "’hi",  vras  ha- pcnl.r.,j,  in  region,  ’..oroovor, 

every  uniortakiaa'',  riven  to  the  i-Snehu  ifiirjrl->l  Family  in  tlac  Abdica¬ 
tion  Irtroemcnt  i^a.^  boer  v/antonly  violated.  I’he  ponjlon  to  bo  paid 
to  hln  by  tho  ..o:;ut;iLo  had  been  canoullod.  Ills  private  property 
ad  boen"^  corii''iso  ated .  Ko  }a  ad  be-n  tre-tod  -’ith  studied  Insolence 
y  the  Iluomint ■'n;]:.  and  tlio  ancar.-ral  tombs  had  boon  violated  and 
rifled,  ’-vithout  any  ■•ttempt  to  bri:.'::  the  p.arpotr aters  to  book  or  to 
secure  the  recovery  of  the  stolen  t  vasures. 


It  ’.vas  only  natural,  then,  that  ’-hen  trouble  occurred  In 
Manchuria  he  should  follow  developments  v<ith  attention,  and 

wondor  v/hothar  he  was  not  destined  to  play  some  part  in  .an  attempt 
to  Improve  tho  condition  of  his  ancestral  Pi’ovlnces,  Emissaries  of 
the  Separatist  movement  called  upon  him  at  Tientsin  and  lU’/’od  him 
to  proceed  to  Manchauaia.  \nd  it  last  he  felt  that  if  he  was  ever 
to  go,  he  must  do  so  forthwith,  or  he  mioht  find  It  imposslblo  to 
leave . 


Tho  possibility  of  a  restoi’ation  movement  was  obviously  Itnov’n 
to  and  apprehended  by  tho  Nanking  Government,  for  an  agent  of 
General  Chiang  Kai-shek  offered  temporarily  to  restore  tho  conditions 
of  favourable  treatment  if  he  (the  ex-umporor)  v/ould  I’opudlate  it. 

Kis  reply  was  th^t  the  *aepubllcan  Government  could  best  fulfil  its 
responsibilities  by  concerning  Itself  v.*ith  tho  v/oifaro  of  the  people, 
by  giving  them  good  government,  and  by  restoring  Internal  peace.  If 
it  hTd  four  million  taels  annually  to  spare  (the  amount  of  the 
Imperial  ponaion)  let  it  expend  the  money  on  relieving  the  existing 
poverty  In  China,  for  which  it  was  m.ainly  responsible. 

"Then  the  current  report  that  you  v.'ere  kidnapped  and  sent  to 
Port  Arthur  under  Japanese  esco:-t  in  destroyer  is  not  true?"  I 
asked. 

Hr.  Fu  Y1  threw  back  his  he'd  and  roared  v/ith  laughter,  repeat- 
ng  in  English:  "Kidnapped!  Kidnapped!  No!  No!" 

I  then  remarked  that  'vhat  he  had  told  me  up  till  then  was  con¬ 
fidential,  but  that  as  a  matter  of  historical  interest  I  should  like 
to  knov/  exactly  what  happened  -h-n  he  left  Tlancsln. 

Mr.  Pu  Y1  replied  th  it  nothing  he  had  told  me  ne-d  be  considered 
confidential.  He  hid  no  secrets  to  h.ide,  and  ha  would  gladly  detail 
his  movements  previous  to  coming  to  Changchun.  They  h-'d  had  to  bo 
kept  secret  at  the  time  for  two  rjasons:  first,  because  his  depar¬ 
ture  from  Tientsin  mlf'ht  have  been  frustrited;  secondly,  because  he 
would  have  been  in  considerable  danger  of  assassination  had  his 
whereabouts  been  generally  known. 

He  left  Tientsin  just  as  the  trouble  bJt’''een  the  Japanese  and 
Jhlnoso  in  that  city  broke  out,  and  traveled  to  Yinkov;  ( Nowehwang) 
direct  by  the  steamer  A’-vachl  maru,  leaving  a  letter  behind  to  the 
Japanese  Consul-General  asking  him  to  afford  adoGuato  protection 
to  tho  Empress  after  his  departure.  Frop  Neavchwang  he  proceeded  by 
rail  to  Tang  Kung  Tau  (the  hot  springs  betvean  Llaoyang  'nd 
Tashlhchao),  whence  he  retaarned  to  Port  .arthur  to  meet  his  wife  a 
fov.'  days  later.  She  also  traveled  on  an  ordinary  steamor.  The  next 
fov;  v;o'ekE  ho  spent  qulotly  in  Fort  Arthaar,  studying  the  sloge  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Russo- Japanoso  'Var,  and  visiting  tho  ruins  of  tho 
former  Russian  fortifications.  Ho  and  the  Empress  then  procooded 
onco  more  to  Tang  Kung  Ts.u,  wiiore  they  lived  until  ho  agreed  to  go 
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to  Chingchun.  ^'hon  ha  -.vis  convincod  tlvit  It  "-is  his  duty  to  r^o 
north  md  issuir.o  the  offlco  of  Chiof  Ixortutivo  ho  rent  rl^ht  through 
to  Ch-'ngchun  by  train.  At  no  time  In  Tientsin,  in  the  Japanoso 
loosad  territory,  or  In  hionchuri\,  hid  ho  boon  under  any  restraint, 
nor  hod  ony  coercion  boon  oppliod  to  him. 

(I  may  soy  hero  thot  liter  the  some  day  tho  Frimo  Minister  of 
•hnchou):uo ,  former  tutor  of  tho  imporor,  govo  me  o  more  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  Mr.  Pu  Yl’s  fUf^ht  from  Tientsin.  It  ras  decided  upon  at 
few  hours'  notice.  Ke  wos  instructed  to  moot  tho  ox-Emparor,  attlrec 
In  foreign  cl'>thes--v;hich  ho  had  never  previously  \vorn--at  a  pre¬ 
arranged  rendezvous.  Tha  p  irty  'vont  down-river  in  a  f  ast  motor-boat 
and  boarded  the  aV.'ACKI  i..\KU  in  tho  roadstead,  the  weather  being  so 
rough  that  tho  ox-Emporor  was  almost  in  a  state  of  collapse  when  the; 
reached  the  vessel.  There  was  considerable  dangor,  is  >i3avy  firing 
•/as  in  progress  when  they  loft  tho  Japanese  Concession,  and  Hr.  Fu  Y1 
•.vould  probably  have  been  shot  if  ho  hid  been  caught  and  identified 
by  Chinese  troopsj 

I  remained  to  lunch  at  Mr.  Fu  Yi's  residence,  in  company  v-ith 
Prince  ?u  Chii,  a  younger  brother,  and  towards  the  end  of *  the  meal 
the  ox-Emperor  limped  downstairs  and  into  the  room  to  reintroduce  me 
to  my  old  friend,  "Mr.  Ponto",  his  thoroughbred  mastiff.  Af tcrv/-irds 
I  was  again  invited  into  his  sitting-room,  whera  ho  presented  me 
vith  a  signed  photograph,  ’nd  various  souvenirs  (a  medal,  cuff-links, 
etc.)  of  cloisonne-work,  embodying  the  flag  of  tho  nev;  State. 

About  seventeen  months  later  I  again  p->ld  a  brief  visit  to 
.Tsln  lng  (Changchun)  to  be  pr  isent  at  tho  'enthronement  of  Mr.  Fu  Y1 
as  Empe'^or  of  Manchoiolauo .  Tho  ictuil  ceremony  by  v^hlch  he  v/as  in¬ 
stalled  upon  the  Throne  of  the  earlier  members  of  his  Dynasty,  took 
place  during  the  morning  of  March  1,  19 .  Tho  Emperor' accorded  me 
a  private  interview  on  Pobruiry  28.  I  found  him  lof»klng  '-oil  and 
obviously  pleased  at  tho  turn  of  evonts.  lie  convaroed  '"1th  mo 
freely  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  allowed  mo  to  take  soverol  snap¬ 
shots  of  him,  and,  in  tho  belief  that  I  should  broadcast  a  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  ceremony  to  threat  Brit ’in,  give  me  a  message  to  tho 
British  nation.  (The  arrangements  for  this  broadcast  '.-/ore  eancollad. 


Pago  189  (last  paragraph) 

I  hid  several  interviews  ’/-ith  my  old  friend  Mr.  Cheng  Hsiar- 
hsu,  the  Prime  Minister  of  Manchouliuo,  during  my  brief  visit  on  this 
occasinn.  Ko  was  obviously  dolightod  to  witness  the  consummation 
of  his  loyal  service  to  his  young  Easter,  thour-h  ho  hid  aged  con¬ 
siderably,  o'"ing,  presuraibly,  to  tho  cares  of  office,  and  the  sorrow 
caused  by  the  death  of  his  elder  son. 
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to  Chingchun.  ha  wis  convinc.;d  th-it  It  his  duty  to  no 

north  md  Tsstur.o  tho  offico  of  Chiof  Ixoflutivj  ho  v'ont  rio;ht  through 
to  Ch-'ngchun  by  troin.  At  no  tlino  in  Tlontsln,  In  tho  Joponoso 
loosod  torrltory,  or  In  kionchuri',  hid  ho  boon  undor  my  rostrolnt, 
nor  hod  ony  coorcion  boon  oppllod  to  him. 

(I  miy  soy  hero  thot  litor  tho  s  omo  doy  tho  Frlmo  I/Iinistor  of 
■Imchoulcuo,  former  tutor  of  tho  ILmporor,  givo  mo  0  more  dotollcd  ac¬ 
count  of  Mr.  Pu  Yi’s  flight  from  Tientsin.  It  vns  docldod  upon  at  i 
fow  hours'  notico.  Ho  v;is  inatructod  to  moot  tho  ox-Emporor ,  attirec 
In  foreign  clothos--v;hich  hi  hid  nevor  previously  \voi’n--at  i  pro- 
■irrangod  rendezvous.  Tho  p  irty  'vont  down-river  in  1  f  ast  motor-boat 
and  boarded  tho  A'//ACfII  i.ARU  in  tho  roadstead,  the  v;oather  being  so 
rough  that  tho  ox-Emporor  vns  almost  in  a  stito  of  collapse  when  tho; 
reached  the  vessel.  Thoi'e  v/is  considerable  dinger,  is  hoivy  firing 
vas  In  progress  when  they  loft  tho  Jipineso  Concession,  and  Mr.  Fu  Yl 
would  probably  have  boon  shot  if  he  hid  boon  ciught  and  idontifiod 
by  Chinese  troopsj 

I  romiinod  to  lunch  at  Mr.  Fu  Yl's  rosldonco,  in  company  with 
Prlnca  ?u  Chla,  a  younger  brother,  and  tov/ards  tho  end  of  *  tho  meal 
tho  ox-Emporor  limned  dov-nstiirs  and  into  the  room  to  rointroduco  me 
to  my  old  friend,  'Mr.  Ponto",  his  thoroughbred  mastiff.  Afterwards 
I  was  agiin  invited  into  his  sitting-room^  whore  ho  prosontod  mo 
vith  a  signed  photograph,  md  various  souvenirs  (1  modal,  cuff-links, 
etc.)  of  cloisonne-work,  embodying  tho  flag  of  tho  new  State. 

About  sovontoon  months  later  I  again  paid  a  brief  visit  to 
Hsin'ing  (Changchun)  to  bo  present  at  tho  onthronomont  of  Mr.  Pu  Yl 
as  Emprror  of  I.Ianchoukuo .  Tho  actual  ceremony  by  v/hich  he  was  in¬ 
stalled  upon  the  Throne  of  tho  earlier  members  of  his  Dymstv,  took 
place  during  tho  morning  of  March  1,  1951^,.  Tho  Emperor' accorded  mo 
a  private  interview  on  Pobruary  28.  I  found  him  looking  '"oil  and 
obviously  pleas  id  at  tho  turn  of  events.  Ho  conversed  '"ith  mo 
freely  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  allov/od  me  to  take  several  snap¬ 
shots  of  him,  and,  tho  belief  that  I  should  broadcast  1  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  ceremony  to  Era  at  Britain,  giva  mo  a  message  to  tho 
British  natlonj  (The  arrangements  for  this  broadcast  wore  cancolled. 


Pago  189  (last  paragraph) 

I  had  several  intarviev/s  with  my  old  friend  Mr.  Cheng  Hsiar- 
hsu,  tho  Prime  Minister  of  Mmchouliuo,  during  my  brief  visit  on  this 
occasion.  He  was  obviously  delighted  to  witness  the  consummation 
of  his  loyal  service  to  his  young  Master,  though  ho  hid  aged  con¬ 
siderably,  o"’ing,  priswiibly,  to  tho  cares  of  offico,  and  the  sorrow 
caused  by  tho  death  of  his  elder  son. 
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